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THIRD` AND FOURTH YEAR
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

, PREFACE

vi

The purpose; of this fourth report on the Illinois Fall 1979. Transfer Study
is to desdribe and lanalyze.third and fourth year persistence and achievement

statewide. The. -study began in the Fall of 1979 with 10,015 students who
transferred.from 39 Illinois public two -year college districts and four

. private, two --year colleges to 42 Illinois senior colleges and ,universities and

/ ihr.mse/ccritinued for five years.following transfer. Three' previous reports on
stugy have been pUblished..% Report*, 1, Mobility Patterns and Pre -transfer

Characte;i4tics,'issued February, 1982, reported{ on the Initial Ohasel of the 4

study, 'the design, the colleges inyolved, and the.pre-transfer characteristics
of the students. Report 2, First'Year Persistence and Achievements
August, 1982, analyzed the progress. toward baccalaureate degree comPletidh by
.the. Fa111979 transfer students.acing the, first' year following transfer
'(Fiscal Year 1980).'. Report 3, Second Year Persistence.and Achievement, issued
December, 1982 analyzed data from thesecond year following transfer (Fiscal
'Year 1981). 1

ff

Following the second year after transfer, two senior colleges' decided to
discontinue their participation in the study. This eliminated 258 students
from the original 10,015- reducing -the number. to 9,757 students *hose academic
progress is tobe followed for five years. This fourth teport presents the
retabulated"data on these 9,757 studenti-for tOe first two years as well as
analyzes the progress of these students' uring the- third and fourth years
after transfer. Spring term 1983 does not include data for. Southern Illinois
University-Carbondale or Rosary College. These data which arrived too. late
for inclusion in this report will be included in the fifth and final report..

This fifth report, containing more indepth analyses of the five-year study,
will be available when adelyses are completed. The final report will continue
to review the results by pre-tradsfer degree type since evaluation of transfer

degree -programs at two-year colleges must focus on how well students perform
after transferring. However, examination of the data will not be limited to
this focus but, will examine in detail characteristics of those who completed
bltcalaurpate degrees.

As with any longitudinal. study, a few design and data problems exist. The.

study is limited to studentp who transferred to Illinois colleges. It follows

the studint Isnly at the institution of initial transfer. These limitations do

not enable this study to account for all students who transftmfrom a
community college to ,a four-year college or university or' to detine the
total percentage of trahsfer students' who eventually complete a baccalaureate
degree. In spite of these limitations, results frpm the stogy already can be'
drawn at the end of the fourth year and more will become apparent following
more indepth analyses for the five-year study.

The staff of the Illinois Community 'College Board appreciate the
continuing support of the participating institutions imaupplying data for the
study.

4

Virginia K. McMillan
Associate Director for Research

n 4.
.
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PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

4

HIGHLIGHTS

This Fourth Report of the 1979 Transfer'Study.anaryzps the persistence and
achievement during the third and fourth years after transfer--academic yeap
1981-82 and 1982-83--qf 9,757 students who transferred from Illinois two -Meer
colleges to Illinois senior institutions in the Fall of 1979. Several of the
trends obstived during the first two years.of the study persist into the third
and fourth years. Post-transfer persistence and achievement continuedto vary
according to the. students' pre-transfer degree status. Specifically, the
report.finds that for:

.Associate in Arts/Associate,in Science Degree Recipients:

Third Year,

- 60 percent completed the Spiing 1982 term (or earned their baccalaureate
degrees prior to it),

- 52 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees b* thevend of the third
yew;

- the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.95;

Fourth Year,

- 62 percent completed the Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalaureate.
degrees prior to it);*

- 59 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth
Tear;

-,the Spring 1983 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.92.

Associate in Applied ScienCt Degree Recipients:

Third Year,

- 46 percent completed the Spring 1982 term "(or earned their baccalaureate
degrees prior to it);

- 36 percent earned their baccalaureate .degrees by the end of the third
year;

- the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.88;

Fourth Year,

- 49'percent completed the Spring 1983 term (pr eained their baccalaureate
degrees prior to it);

- 43 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth
year;

- the Spring 1983 term GPA for$hose enrolled that term was 2.83.

iii
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.THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT .
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Transfer'stUdents.who had not earned an associate degree:

-- Third Year,

J 43 peicene completed the Spring 1:982 term-(or earne0 their baccalaureate

degrees prior to it);,
- 26 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the third

year;
- *the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.85;

Fourth Year,

- 44 percent completed the Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalaureate
degrees ,prior to it); .

.

-.38 percent earned their. baccalaureate degrees by the end of the; fourth

year;
- the Spring 198314term GPA for those enrolled that term- as 2.63.

All Fall 1979 Transfgi Students:

Third Year,11,

50,percent'completed the Spring 1982 term (or earned their-baccalaureate

degrees prior, to it);
35_percesit earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the third

year;
- the Spring 1982 term GPA for thoise enrolled that term was 2-.87;

Fourth Year,

- 50 percent completed the
degrees prior to it);

.- 45 percent earned their
year;

- the Spring 1983 term CPA

p

Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalaureate

baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth

for those enrolled that term was 2.79.

. iv

a



'THIRD FOURTH YEAR
APB ACHIEVEMENT* PERSI

INTRODUCTION

The Fall 1979 Transfer .S rt 3: Second Year Persistence and
AchfiW----t found that trendd obsery during the first.year after transfer
can nue the second year. Persistence and .achievement continued to vary'
according to the students' pre-transfer degree status'.

. .

Studens .receiving Associate in Arts and Associate in Science' (AA/AS)
degrees deigned to transfer to a senior college, or university, performed
better after ..transfer than did- students with Associate in Applied Science
(non,transfe0 degrees and those who transferred without receiving a degree
from a two4ear college. Retention and baccalaureate degree -completion, as
well as me umulative. grade point average (GPA)% were all higher for the
transfer' . students.

The Associate
highest beecala
However, this
student group.

in Applied Science (ARS) degree recipients had the-second
te degree completion rate at the end of the second year.
's two-year retention rate was similar to the no6;degreed

The non-degr
t* lowest baccal

students had the lowest GPA during the first two years and
te degree completion rate. at the end of the second year.

. This report will \examine the progress of the Fall 1979 transfer students
during the third and firth years (Fiscal Years 1982 and 1983). Because two
of the senior institutes withdrew from the study and did not submit data for

t and second years' data have been reanalyzed and are
so that data for the first_four years of the stuck
tical databate. Data will be presented in two
baccalaureate degree completion rates and, theft,

point average.

the*e two years, the fi
presented in tnis repo
will be based on an i
sections: Persistence
achievement as measured by

PERSISTENCE\IND BACCALAUREATE COMPLETION RATES

In general, trends In variation in ,persis e rates that were
established in the first two rs of the study cont through the net two
years. Table 1 shows the number\of.students who completed the fall and sprinq
terms, the number.who.graduated41 sdmmer/fall/winter amdspring terms; and
the cumulative number of graduat for each of the first four years of the
study. Students who had received WAS degrees'prior to Fall 1979 enrollment
in an Illinois senior college or adversity have consistently had the highest
persistence rates as measured by percentage of students who were still
enroped'or who had graduated. PerS stance rates of AA/AS degree students for
the 'first four years of the st were 84; 72, 60, and 62 percent,

respectively. .Persistence -rates for AAS degree students for the same time
period were '74, 58, 46; and 49 perc respectively. The group of students
whia had not completed a degree.befor= transferring experienced persistence
rates of 78, 58, 43, and 44 perc for the four-year period. While
persistence rates for students who had r eived AAS degrees and for those who
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Table 1

POST-Tamisret PERSISTEICE AND BA ATE OtGREE cocunak
Trf PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE CATEGORY*

=, 117, V74
F1=17 1)

.
- , Grmeated

Total-Grad-Pre- TransferPre-Transfer i Entered Completed Gradated Completed Graduated 'COmpleted .Suer or 61 Meted Gradated throughDegrateaRelerY* Fall 1979 fall 1979 Fall 1978 Spring 1980 Spring 191)0_ Fall 1980 Fall 1980 log 1981 Spring 1981 Spring_ 1081
AA/AS Degree (N) 3068. . 2860 2 2546 . 0 227* 93 2005 .789 884 .
(Transfer) (%)

, \ (94%) (a.) (WA! Out) (75%) (3%) (04) '1260 . (292). . .
.

. .ARS Degree (N) 669 616 695. '- 2 410 19 364 105 126(Non-IradSfer) (%) -,(921) (7W%2 (1 *) (61%) (3%). (54%) (16%) (19%).
.

No Degree (N) 6040 5582 3 4716 4 3882- 87 3402 548. ,640(%) (92%) (**) (78X) (414.) (64X) (1%) (56%) (9%) (11%)
P

). ,

(%) (9346) (") (80%) (I') (67%) (2%) . (600 (IS%) (17%)

TOTAr (N) 9757 4 7757 5 6566 199 5849 1442 1650

, ...a . i 7 i%-,
.,-Ir -y, T. .7

Graduated .. Total Grad Greduated. Total GradPre-Transfer Completed Summer or Completed Graduated Through ComplOted Smarr Or Completed Graduatedftree Category Fall 1981 Fall 1981 Spring 1982 Spring 1%M2,, Spring 1982 Fall 1982 Fall 1982 'Spring 1983 'SpringL1983' Spring 983
AA/AS Degree (N) 770 495 *SI' 201 1581 252 163 147 44 1788(%)

.(25%) (16%) (15%) (7%) 1 (5p) . (8%) . (5%) ' (5%) . UV. (59%)
".,

AAS Degree (N) 170 69 , Ili 43 1 238 74 41 48 8 287(%) (25%) , (10%) (17S) (6%) (36%). (11X) (6X) (7%) (I%) (43X)
No Degree (N) 1872 4771 1456 483 1600'' 993 460 574 222 2282(%) (31%) (ex) (24%) (n) (26X) 116%) (11%) (10%) (4%)- (38%) .

.
-.

,

TOTAL (N) 2812 1041 2019 728 3419 1319 664 178 274 4357(%) (79X)
.

(11%)
, (21%) (7%) (35%) (14%) ,(72) (8%)* (3%) (45%)

111* 11/043 41104

. o

.

*Cespletlan data baled on coedits aerned in term.
**LESS Uranale percent.

* *aloes not include Spring VW data forSIU-Carbondale a Rosary Caner.
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THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

had transferred without a degiee were the same during the second year of the
study, differences occurred during the third and fourth years. At the end of
the fourth year, a five percentage point spread occurred Between the latter
two groups.

Examination' of persistence rates indicates that rates for all three
pre-trOnsfer degree type groups experienced increases between the third and
fourth years. This increase indicates that some of the students who had not
been enrolled at the end of the third year, re-enrolled during the fourth'
year. The final report of the study will contain an analysis of enrollment
patterns.

The number of students earning baccalaureate degrees from the institution
to which they transferred also continued to differ for the three pre-transfer

'degree type groups during the third and fourth years of.the study. At the end
of the third year, the WAS degree group once again had the highest
baccalaureate completion rate with 52 percent of the students in that group
having received baccalaureate degrees during the first three years of the
study. By the end of the fourth year, the baccalaureate completion rate had
risen to 59 percent for this group of students. In comparison, 36 percent of

Sthe AA degree students had earned baccalaureate degrees by the end of the
third year and. 43 percent by the end of the fourth 'year. Cumulative
graduation rates for the pre-transfer, noh-degreed student's were 26 and 38
percent for the third and fourth years. The third and fourth year graduation
rates for all students were 35 and 45 percent, respectively.

Table 2 on the next three. pages shows the age, sex, and program of
baccalaureate degree" graduates for each of the three pre-transfer degree
groups for the first four years of the study. Ay. the end of the fourth year
77 percent: of the WAS 'degree, 49 percent of the AAS degree, and 72 percent
of the non-degreed transfer students who had earned baccalaureate degrees were
less than 26 yearvof age., Overall; 74 percent were less than 26 years ofage
while.22 percent were older than the)traditional college-age population at the
time they received their baccalaureate degrees. (The remaining four percent
declined to indicate their ages.) For the first two years of the study the
distribution of male and female baccalaureate degree completers was even,
reflecting- the original, distribution of the study population. However,
cumulative numbers for the third and fourth years stipw slightly more females
receiving degrees.

Trends established after the second year of the study Continued for years
three and four in the areas of program completion. The largest percentage of
WAS degree recipients and non-degreed transfer students received their
baccalaureate degrees in 'business fields. Social and 6ehavioral science
baccalauieate degrees were the most popular among,the group of students who
had AAS pre-transfer degrees. Overall, 26 percent of the 1979 transfer

er students who earned their baccalaureate degrees within four years after
transfer completed in business programs and 16 percent graduated in either
education or social and behavioral science programs.
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_SEX, AGE, ANDOROGRAM OF 8ACCALAUREATE OETIREE COMPUTERS By
PREtIRMMSFER DEGREE CATEGORY

WAS (Transfer) Degree

4 '

PR&RAN (HEGIS)

.-
..4. -A .1 See Year 1 see 881' v Year -. ..,,

by of of Spring 983

Number Percent

.c
./ II F M F 01 F N F Pr 01 F

.

14 F
.c. r

N F N F
fHFNFN F

dndeclarodAtiknown

Science and Nab
(04,07,17,19)

&sinus (05)

Education (08)

Engineering (09)
/

Arts/HUmpnities
(18,11,15,25)

Health (12)

Secia1/13hay. Science
(14,20,21,22)

General Literal
Arts (49)

Dthe Itsgil

.
.

.

.

.

1

.

.

.

1

1

4

1

1

1

1

I

2

3

4

1

2

3

2

1

32

151

16

3 5

18

5

47

1

58

6

23

110

91

2

29

5

58

2

38

3

21.

5

12

2

2

12

3

6

1 ,

3

9

.19.

1

4

5

17

2

2

.

3

2

2

2

2.

1

2

1

6

35

110

24

2 3

2 0

3

29

.1

22

5

18

39

90

1

3 5

,11

- 38

i

19

2'

10

15

7

1

8

2

18

5.

3

2

3

9

18

.

9

.10

19
,

os(
4

4

.

.

1

1

'...

.

....

1

.

12

21'.

13

7

3

10

4

1

-,.

%

26

6

-.5

8

4

3

3

11

4.

2

5

3

7

2

1

2

7

11

1

2

8"

3

4.

30
c

147

519

334

90

.148
,

57

270 '
,

22

171

s

'

2

8

29

19 .

5

:ii

3

15 .

1

ID

TOTAL' .1 1 9 18 362 364 66 63 11 7 273 257 7\ 78 2 " 1 70 55 40 39 1311111 1011 .

a
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1
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1 1
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oe
Mt MORAN OF BACCALAUREATE GHEE COMPLETE RS BY

PRE-TRAMPER DEGREE CATEGORY

No Oserea

4

.

papc040.(MEGAS)

Mr, At.=,...1 -.1.C1-111_Lsi

of Spin.
..... Percent.Mr UF-Ple 01-F r F ii F M F. M F_ p4 F II F N F ..1 F

End
' lembar

Uhdadired/Unknoih

Science and Meth
(04,07,17,19)

Millen (05)

Education (08)

Engin:wing (w)

ArtsAluisnities
(10,11,15,23)

Health (12) .

iaciatillbov. Science
(14,20,21,221

General Littioel.
Arts (49)

Other Regis

.

.

. .

_

.

1

1

-

1

1

.

1

,

1

2

1

1

3

1

2

1

2

4

6

8

4

3

a

1 .-

28

84

8.

32

7

3

26

1

50

5

15

32

54

3

9

15

34
a

4

, "I
16 4*

0 9

5 13

15

f 8

20

10 15

6 4

4 6

q

2

4 .

1

5

2

5.

r

1

2

2

7

7

4

2

4

2

11

49'

.
123

18

1 3

23

2

48

4

36

16 3 4
.
a* ,, 8 13
-w A.

84 24. 22

88 7 24

4 8

23 7 9

I&if 4 -16

64 12 23

. -2 3 12.

4* 9 5

3

2

2

1

10

32

3 82
.

6 17

SI

1 9

3

2 46

1
a

4 24

11 2

17

36 17

68 5

1 -6

16 7

19 2

41 11

1 5

46 8

3

5

17
.

20

1.

4

13

5

3

,8

71

218.

554

347

120'

136

138

358

57

-

.

3

/0.

.

24.

15

- -3.

a

.

6

16

.

3

. 12

TOTAL 1 1 2 1 11 28 240 65 90 20 30
.
329 368 85 128 1/ 16 355 257 63 .79

.
2782 100

_
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Table 3 shows changes in programs of enrollment between Fall 1979 and each
subsequent fall term for each of the three pre-transfer degree types. Each
fall term reflects the changes for only those students wea were still enrolled
far that particular term. The percentage of those wt had changed their
program of enrollment increased each. fall from eight percent in the-Pall 1980
to 34 percent in,the Fall 1982 for AA/AS degree students; from 10 to 34
percent for AAS degree students; and from 20 to 38 percent for nont-degreed
transfer.studenti. Overall, of the 1,19 transfer students still enrolled in.
the fall term during the fourth yffior'of the study, 37 percent fiad'changed,
their program of enrollment from their original Program Choice in Fall 1979.
The fields. with the highest percent of change were General Liberal Arts and
Arts and Ramities.

In summary, as was the case at the end of the second year after transfer,
AA/AS degree recipients had a higher persistence rate and a higher
baccalaureate degnmt completion rate at the end of the fotirth year. after
transfer than had AAS degree recipients and non-degreed transfer students.
Rates for AAS degree recipients tend to be higher.in both persittence
and baccalaureate degree ,completion than those for non-degreed transfer"
students.

'
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Illinois Community Coltegaltoprd,

Table 3
X *(1 of 3)

OWES IN swim W ealOWENT: FILL 1979 THROUGH trou. 1982

AAJAS (Trtiifer) Degree

dmved
the Same

Meth:
Press*FART 1,79 novas Fltram

Stayed
Os Sees

ou to
Anether
PPM".

Undidlared/untendvn/InvaUd, 33.665 46.404 30.67% fp.33% 13.338 116.671
. (52). (43) (23) (52) (4) .(26)

Soignee .and Meth 82.84 17.16 90.67 9.33 66.67 33.33
(04, 67, 17, 19) (169) 135). (68) (7) (20) (10)

Business (05) 96.55 3.45. 86.63 13.37 0.61
(615). (22), . (152) (23) :(A1) (10)

Education (08), .93.70 4.30 .89.00 10.X3 83.33 16.(5)67
. L (358) (16) (132) '(13) (25)

.

Engineering (09) .96.45 3.55 96.77. 3.23 90.91 9.09
(136) (5) (30) (1) (10) (1)

Arts/Huaerdtiee 92.43 7.57 82.72 17.28 55.17 -4443
(10, U, 15,' 23) (171) (14). (67) (14) (16)44,-; (13)

Health (12) 90.24 9.76 73.33 26.67 68.75 31.25
(74) (8) (22) (8), (11) (5)

Social/Benavioral Science 94.12 5.88 84.00 16.00 A 66.75
3(14)(14, 20, 21, 22) (288)

mi
(18) (63) (12) (22)

Genera/ Liberal Arta (499 73.17 26.83 $9.33 41.67 0.84 36.4) 5$
(30) (11) (14) (10) (7) (

TOCOMICOSS (3ass).. 72:73, 27.27 30.00 ,50:00 00.00 00.00
(8) (3) (1) (1) (0) (0)

Other HII9iS 95.92 4.08 88.37 11.0 91.67 11.33
(188) (8): (38) (3) (11). (1)

TOTAL "ts ,91.868 8.14% 80.521 19.40 66.27% 33.73%
(to (2OM) (185) (620) (150)- (167) (85)
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A

Commolty Collopeosird

13161463
(2 of 3)

001611111 "1/4 PROGRAM CC 11,410111ea: NU. 1923 VIEW,

(tforl4r) arta

107/ oaxvie tho, tO
Parithrt
MP.

UndoolarsdAarimoVinva114 43.3311 51;.47%

(13) (17)

Schwas old Path 17.10 12.90
(o 07, 17, 19) (27) (4)

6
&oboes! (os) 47.116 2.74

(711

Eakration (90) 95.35 4665
(41) (2)

-vim 52.86 7.14
(39) (3)

.ties PAO 12.30
(U), 1419, 23) (7) (1)

Nipaith PP" '6.06

(31) (2)

Soclaa/lohavioral Waite 05.90 4.45
21, (71) (3)

Gomm& Lasts& Aria (49) 48.33 16.67
(13) (3)

lbchriologios (50-55) 88.89 11.11
(8) (1)

Other NB* 94.88 6.12
640 4 (3)

TOTAL 30.001 10.000
(N) (P) (41)

rel4 15e:0
Stfted

Thrthi 21,11 ramie
26 MI moo

(7) (19)

II.31 7.6
(12) (1)

24.33
(31) (10)

85.467 10.54
(1/) (2)

55.75 6.25
(13) (1)

MAD 0.40
(3) (0)

07,50 12.50
(7) (1)

93.24 4.74
(20) .(1)

79.01 23.00
(6) ' (2)

73.00 23.00
(3) (1)

100.00 0.00
(0)

Staved Aftottat
ilik$1,6 resat**

20.00% , 0.002
(2) . (0)

. 100.00. 0.00
(6). (0)

Iffl .51(d).g°

moo o:ox
(7) (0)

03.00 40.63
(3) (2)

we.ao 0.00
(2) (0)

00.00
(2)

ro:si
40 (2)

06.67- .33.33
-(6) (3)

0.03 100.00
(0) (1)

,

66.67 33.33
(2) (1)

- 77.650 MIS
(132) (30)

66.22% 53.10%
(49) (25)
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Illinois Cosisinity College Goad

Table 3
(317 3)

CHANGES IN MOWN. OF STS FALL 179 THROWN FALL 1982

Na Degree_

EatitUged
to

Another
fan 1979 pampa:

UndeaarecVUnicnovon;Dwalid.. 50.67% i1.374
(230) (1M)

Seisms and 'math 83.38 16.62
(04, 07, 17, 19) (326) (65)

Business (05) 84.85 15.15
('773) (69)

Education (00)' 92.09, 7.91
(431) (37)

Engineering (09) 93.02 6.90
(240) (18)

irts/Nuteenities 86.50 13.10
(10;11, 13. 23) (199) (30)

HUM (12) ($.90 99.10
is (2) (221)

Sottal/Behaviorel Science 91.68 8.32
(14, 20, 21, 22) (419) (38)

General Liberal Arts (49) 59.33 40.67
(124) (85)

Technologies (50-55) 83.87 16.13
(52); (10)

93.45 6.55 .

(328) (21a-

TOTAL . % 80.47% 19.334
(N) (3124) (758)

a:

644E..
Stayed

the_Saie.
Another
Promo

4.6' 34.28%
(m9)

(126)

elan
(rA))

ss
(209,T-

25.4
(43)

18.98
(82)

87.08 12.92'
(209) (31)

84.72 15.28
(61) (11)

77.50 22.50
(95) (27)

85.71 14.29
(72) (12) .

82.14 17.85
(1'61) (35)

401.0 403.53
(35) (33)

54.05 0.95
(20) (17)

84.56 15.44
(115) .(21)

72.17% 27.83%
(1351) (521)

.

fiejlIved
Mother .

to 4

trZe Praia.
26.40 73.60
(47) (131)

69.05 30.95 t
(58) (26)

73.00 27.00
(144) (54)

1p.39 19.61
(82) (20)'

79.37 20.63
450) (13)

76.67 23.33
(46) (14)

82.81 17.19
(53) (LI)

69.23 30.77
(54) (24)

26.95 71.05
(22) (54)

33.33 66.67
(4) (8)

72./7 27.63
(55) (21)

62.13% 37.87%
(617) (376)



THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

As reported in Reports 2 and 3 of the study, ach evement, measured by
earned CPA during the first two years after transfer, followed a trend of
gradual intrease following a. first-term drop, from the pre-transfer GPA. This
trend chancpd during the third year following transfer with GPAs continuing to
increase,. leveling off, or ckereaSing depending on the grow. Students
enrolled in- the F11 term of the fourth yiar had lower CPAs than students to
hadmiseen enr011tIO in the preVious two years. A large numtxir- of students had
gradvated or withdrawn prior to the -Fall 1982 term. Thus, the Fall 1982
_enrollments reflect a subset- or the stuck!hts from prior terms. Table 4
reports the mean CPAs and standard deviations (SD) for each fall and. sPring-
.terth. for all three pre-transfer 'degree type categories. Mean GPAs for the
WAS degree group were consistently hi0er than the other two pre -- transfer
degree type groups despite decreasing numbers in all three grows.

ACHIEVEMENT
A

Table 4

MEAN GPA EACH TEAM BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE STATUS
. 4-

10

ifISCAL -YEAR 19e0 +ISM. YEAA 1981
Pre-4frfer Pre2Yrartsfer Fall Spring 1980 Fall 1980 pring 1081\
Oeclree.Mts Mean SD

..810
. SD. Mew S0 Mean SD Mean SD

WAS 3.04' 0.53 2)M--0.79 2.85, 0.80 2.91 ,0.74 3.03 0.71
(N) (3048) (2860) (2546) (2274) (2083)

MS 3.02 0.5i .2.64 0.84 2.74 0.77 82 0.74 ) 2.95 0.74
(N) (669) (616) (495) (4 (364)

No Degree 2.87 0.62 2.53 0.86 2.43 0.81 2.70 0-.78 2.81 0.77
(N) (6040) (5582) (4716) (3882) (3402)

kigtAL YEAR 196i FISCAL YEAR 1983
Pre-Transfer
Degree Status

Fall .1981

Mean SO
Spring 1982
Mean SD

Fall 1982
Mean SD

"Spring 1983
Mean SD

WAS 2.96 Q77 2.95 0.78 2.80 0.92 2.92 0.90
(N) (770) (451) (252) (147)

MS 2.79 0.76 2.88 0.82 2.76 0.90 2.83 0.96
(N) (170) (112) (74) (49)

No Degree 2.79 0.77" 2.85. 0.76 2.70 0.81 2.613 0.97
(N) (1872) (1456) (993) ("574)

-11-
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THIRD ANDFOURTH YEAR
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVENEAT

.

Table 5 shows post- transfer' achievemepit in terms of the percentages of
those students receiving grades within each group who . at least a Tu.
average (2.00 GPA) and at least a "B" average (3.00 t.-') each term after
transfer. During the first-two years after transfer, a higher percentage of
those students who had received 'degrees prior to transfer received at least a
"C" average. .During the third and fourth years, there is little difference in
the percentage of each group 'thtt received at .east a "C" average. The
percentages of those receiving at leest a "B" average continued the trends
established during. the first Aar after' transfer. Those students with
pre-transfer degrees,,,Leither AA/AS (transfer) or AAS (non - transfer)) did

better academically" than *the group of students who transferred without

receiving a pre-transfer degree.

4

Table 5

PERCENTAGE OF GRACES RECEIVED EACH lam AT "C" OR BETTER AND
AT "B" OR BETTER BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE

S.

,

FI &AL YEAR 1080' rESCAL YEAR 1041 FISCAL 1982 FrOIL YEAlt 190
Pre-Transfer
Degree Statics

Fill
1979

Spring
1980

Fall
1980

Spring
1981

1111

/981
Inc

1982
Fall
1982

Spring
1983

AA/AS
*CI' or better

"8 " .or better

AAS
,

"C" or better .

"B" or better

No Degree
,

NC" or better
NIB" or better

.

.

4

-106

43%

80X
42%

76%
35%

.

89%
49%

86x
48X

89%
50%

.

84%
41%

.

925
59X

N--AYA

53X

87X
49X

..

.

87%
55%

.

87%
46X

.

lan
56X

86X
54%

88%
49X

81%
,51%

842
49%

83%
41%

78%
49X

84X
45X .

Because measures of achievement, such as mean GFA and percentage of
students earning specific GPAs, can be influenced by the withdrawal of
students with lower GPAs or the graduation of students with higher CPAs, Table
6 shows the trends for three other, groups--those who were enrolled Spring
1983, those who were not enrolled that term and those who graduated prior to
the Spring 1983 tefm. /
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THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

Enrollment Meta

Tep le

C raCPCARISIM OF MEM PAS il SPRING 1903 emmums,
KIN-ENROLLEES, NC PRIOR GRADUATES

e ns Or L'A
CPA GPA GPA 6P4

2.110 2.51 . 2.1f7 2.l3 2.73 2.7g.
(N) (770) (770) (9119) (459) ('a) (770).

Not-Enro Hod 2.02 2.34 2.44 LSE 2.47 .111.

(N) (MOW - (4,04) (lM) (622) (3411/

Prior Grodustos 3:0i 2.84 2.10 2.33 3.03 40.

(N) (44113) 4401113) (4074) (241O) (664)
.1111M ...mMl.m7111"

Trends observed early in. the study continue to be observed* for those
students who are still enrolled, as well as for those who graduated prior to
Spring "1983. Following an initial drop in GPA for the first term following
transfer, a gradual increase in mean GPA occurred. While the same pattern is
observed for the first .. three years for the students who were no longer

J enrolled, the increase 411 man GPA Was not as large and did not continue on
into the fourth year. _Students who had graduated prior to 1983 had: the

highest GPAs each term. The students who were no longer 2ed and had not
graduated by the Spring 1983 term consistently had the.1s, GPAs. Thus,.,.

while the students who were no Unger enrolled had, as a groMP,,experienced
slight increases,ln poi; GPAs remained below that of students who were
still enrolled or who hadAreduated. These trends in achievement as measured
by GPA reflect the preAransTer GPA status of each of these-grows. = .

In summeri, during the.tiviAtand fourth years following transfer, students
who had earned WAS degreee before transferring, continued to earn higher
grades after trimsfer.-.Atwin did the AAS degree. recipients or non-degreed
transfer students. Students who graduated during the first four years after
transferring received higher grades as a group than those who were still
enrolled affer.four years. The students who were still enrolled earned higher
grades than the students.who were = no longer enrolled.. A pattern of gradual
increw in GPA for both students who were still enrolled at the end of the

.fourth year and for previous graduates is observed. This same pattern is not
observed for students who were no longer enrolled during the Spring 1983 term.

cxectuszoNs

pcandnatial of the progress of Fall 1979 transfer students during their
third and fourth years following transfer reveals that, in general, the trends
that were observed during the first two yeqrs of the study continued through
the third and fourth yeais. Post-trangfer persistence and achievement
continued to vary according to the students' pre-transfer degree status. In
foot, for some measures the variation became more accentuated.

- -13-
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THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR
PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT \-4

AA/AS degree recipients, as a group, continued to perform better after
transfer on 'all measures than the AAS degree and non-degreed transfer

students. They had a higher 'persistence rate, d higher baccalaureate
completion rate, -and higheracademic achievement as measured by CPA. At the
end of the fourth year, 59 percent of these AA/AS students who transferred in

. the Fall 1979 had earned baccalaureate degrees from the college to which they
had transferred. Almost four percent were still enrolled and had not

I graduated by the end of the Spring 1985 term. This latter percentage could
fluctuate either up or down during the fifth year time there are indications
that some students have not continuously pursued their baccalaureate degree
completion-dUiing the first four years.

Throughout the study, AAS degree recipients, as a group, have had a lower
cumulative. baccalaureate jIegree completion rate than the AA/AS degree group
but a higher rate than the non-degreed transfer group. It is highly unlikely
that this trend will change during the last year of the study. However, since
approximately six percent of both the AAS and non-degrepd group were still,
enrolled but did not graduate during the Spring 1983 term, it is technically'
possible for the non-degreed transfer group to surpass the AA8 grrxip in

baccalaureate completions.

Beginning with the third year following transfer, the 'trend in the
percentage of graduates per term.in'each of the pme-transfer, groups began to
change. The non-degreed transfer group to have, the highest percentage

of graduates per term. This was expected,.for the most parti since students
. in the other two groups had transferred a larger number of credit hours and,

therefore, should have been eligible for baccalaureate degree completion
sooner than those who had transferred with no degree. However the cumulative
degree completion rate for the non-degreed group did not increase enough in
relation to the other groups' rates to close the percentage difference
established during the first two years.

Achiever dent as measured by GPA also has continued to follow trends set
dating the first two years. WAS degree students, as a group, had the
.highest pre-transfer CPA and have consistently, maintained that status

throughout the study. Consistent with their pre-transfer GPA status, AAS
degree students continued to have the second highest GPA.

,During the- first two years of. the study mean GPAs experienced a gradual
increase each term. During the next two years mean CPAs did not continue to
increase each term but randomly fluctuated from term to term.

The results obtained thus far from this study show that although only
three out of ten students transferring from two-year .colleges to senior
institutions in Illinois have completed a two-year associate degree designed
for transfer (Associate in Arts or Associate in Science), these students were
very successful in pursuing their baccalaureate degrees at the Nur-year
colleges and universities. Preliminary results also indicate that students
who made good grades before transferring continued to lake good grades at the
four-year college or universitig. These students also had a higher rate of
completing the baccalaureate degree. The results -o. the study also show that
many transfer students continue to be enrolled either on a 'part-time errmilig
intermittent basis'at the four-year college or University. Therefore, a largallip
number of students continue to be enrolled much longer than expected.



THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR
PERSISTEME AND ACHIEVEttbrf

r

The ?MO and final report will examine in more detail the level of
performance,' persistence and baccalaureate completion over tbe five-year
period. Predictive validity of two-year college grades and programs of §tudy
by senior college or university programs and student performance will be
presented. Finally, the relationship between post-transfer achievement and
pre-transfer characteristics such as degree, earned, credit hours completed and
program of study will be examined.
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